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At a Nov. 18 press briefing, State Department spokesman Charles Redman was asked to comment
on whether the $300 million aid package for El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica
(attached to the $100 million contra aid bill) would in fact be dispersed. Redman said that the $300
million was not provided "as additional assistance in this year's continuing resolution." He pointed
out that all budget appropriations bills for this fiscal year are "contained in the continuing resolution
which provides a global ceiling for economic support funds of $3.55 billion, which is $200 million
less than last year." The $300 million in economic support funds, he said, must come from the $3.55
billion total. The spokesman asserted that while the final allocations for this fiscal year have not yet
been determined, "the Central American democracies will receive a high priority consistent with
the Administration's policy with congressional interest and support, with the national bipartisan
commission's recommendations, and subject to the overall constraint on global funding limits set by
the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings legislation."
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